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FRIDAY, October 14, 1774. Res 


The ConGxsss came into the following 


Reſolutions. 


XXV HEREAS, ſince the cloſe of the laſt 
V war, the Britiſh parliament claiming 
a power, of right to bind the people of Ame- 


rica, by ſtatute in all caſes whatſoever, hath 


in ſome acts expreſsly impoſed taxes on them, 
and in others under various pretences, but in 
fact for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue, hath 
impoſed rates and duties payable in theſe co- 


lonies, eſtabliſhed a board of commiſſioners 


with unconſtitutional powers, and extended 
the juriſdiction of courts of admiralty, not 


only for collecting the ſaid duties, but for the 


trial of cauſes merely ariſing within the body 
ot a county. 


Ax whereas in conſequence of other ſta- 


tutes, judges, who before held only eſtates at 
will in their offices, have been made depen- 


dant on the crown alone for their ſalaries, and 


ſtanding armies kept in time of peace. And 
it has lately been reſolved in parliament, that 
by force of a ſtatute, made in the thirty- fifth 


year of the reign of King Henry the eighth, 
oloniſts may be tranſported to England and 


tried 


—_ 
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tried there upon accuſations for treaſons and 
miſpriſions, or concealments of treaſons com- 


mitted in the colonies; and by a late ſtatute, 


ſuch trials have been directed in caſes therein | 


mentioned. 


8. 2 


. $45. $$ IP 


AND whereas in the laſt ſeſſion of parlia- 


ment, three ſtatutes were made; one entitled, 


An act to diſcontinue in ſuch manner, and 
& for ſuch time as are therein mentioned, the 


< landing and diſcharging, lading or ſhipping 
* of goods, wares. and merchandize, at the 
8 town, and within the harbour of Boſton, 
<& in the province af Maſfachuſetts-Bay, in 
North-America.“ Another entitled, An 


„ act for the better regulating the govern- 


* ment of the province of the Maſſachuſetts- 


Bay, in New-England.” And another entit- 


< led, An act for the impartial adminiftration 
& of juſtice, in the caſes of perſons queſtioned 


e for any act done by them in the execution 
* of the law, or for the ſuppreſſion of riots 


% and tumults, in the province of the Maſla- 
„ chuſetts-Bay, in New-England.” And an- 
other ſtatute was then made, © for making 


more effectual proviſion for the government 
of the province of Quebec, &c. All —_ | 
ſtatutes are impolitic, unjuſt, and cruel, 

well as unconſtitutional, and moſt Jangerons 


and deſtructive of American rights. 


Ap whereas, aſſemblies have been fre- 
_ quently diſſolved, contrary to the rights of 
the people, when they attempted to. deliberate 
on grievances ; and their dutiful, humole, 


2 ating 


{ 3 1 


loy al and: Treidddable petitions to the crowtl 


for redreſs, have been repeatedly treated with. 


contempt by his Majeſty's miniſters of ſtate. 


Tur good people of the ſeveral colonies of 


New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts- Bay, Rhode- 
Hand and Providence plantations, Connec- 
ticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, 


New. Caſtle Kent and Suſſex on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, and 


South-Carolina, juſtly alarmed at theſs. arbi- 


trary proceedings of parliament and admini- 


ſtration, have ſeverally elected, conſtituted, 
and appointed deputies to meet and ſit in ge- 
neral congreſs in the o_ of Philadelphia, in 
order to obtain ſuch 


bliſhment, as that 
their religion, laws, and liberties may not be 
ſubverted: Whereupon the deputies ſo ap- 
pointed being now aflembled, in a full and 
free repreſentation of theſe colonies, taking 


| into their moſt ſerious conſideration the beſt 


means of attaining the ends aforeſaid, do in 


the firſt place, as Engliſhmen their anceſtors in 
like caſes have uſually done, for afſerting 
and vindicating their rights and liberties, 


DECLARE, 


2 


Tur the inhabitants of the Engliſh 60558 5 


nies in North- America, by the immutable 


laws of nature, the principles of the Engliſh 


conſtitution, and the ſeveral charters or com- 
pacts, have the following RIGHTS. | 


Reſolved, RC DE i Ys they are en- 


titled te life, liberty, and e and they 


have 
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have never ed to any ſovereign power. 
whatever, a right to et of dene without 


their conſent. TRE BO as OO CO POS 


— 


3 


Reſalved, N. 1 1 our anceſtors, 
5 Sho firſt ſettled theſe colonies, were at the 
time of their emigration, from the mother 
country, entitled to all the rights, liberties, 
and immunities of free and natural yy. ſub- 
Jes in IM realm of. e 3 


E 46 1 


ered; or loſt any. 3 thoſe yo dit that 
they were, and their deſcendants now are, en- 
titled to the exerciſe and enjoyment of all 
ſuch of them, as their local and other cir- 
cumſtances 2855 them to exerciſe and ele- 


Reſolved, 4 LED the foindaticn of Eng- 
liſh liberty ak of all free government, is 2 
Tight i in the people to participate in their le- 
gillative council: and as the Engliſh coloniſts 
are not repreſented, and from 17 local and 
bother circumſtances cannot properly be re- 
Preſented in the Britiſh parliament, they are 

entitled to a free and excluſive power of le- 
gillation in their ſeveral provincial Legiſlatures, 
where their right of repreſentation can alone 
be preſerved, in all caſes of taxation and inter- 
_ nal polity, ſubject only to the negative of their 
overeign, in ſuch manner as has been hereto- 
fore uſed and accuſtomed : But from the 
neceſſity of the caſe, and a. regard to the 
' mutual intereſts of both countries, we 
cheerfully conſent to the operation of ca 


Tis 


ts: of ths Britih parliament, as are bona 
ide, reſtrained to the regulation of our ex- 


ternal commerce, for the purpoſe of fecuring 


the commercial advantages of the whole em- 
pire to the mother country, and the com- 
mercial benefits of its reſpective members, ex- 
cluding every idea of taxation internal or ex- 
ternal, for railing a revenue on the 8 
5 in America without 1 conſent. Fu: 


- Rafabved, N. 0. D. 5. Frawthe 8 : 
_— 4 are entitled to the common law of 
England, and more eſpecially to the great and 
ineſtimable priviledge of belop tried by their 
peers of the . EEE to ie courſe 
of that law. 4 


- Refilved, 6. T AE they are entitled to the 
benefit of ſuch of the Engliſh ſtatutes, as ex- 
iſted at the time of their colonization ; and 
which they have, by experience, retpedtively 
found to be applicable to their ſeveral local ? 

RO other e /ag0 a 


Reſolved, N. 2 D: 7. Tur theſe; TY Mas 
jeſty s, colonies are likewiſe entitled to all tlie 
immunities and privileges granted and con- 
firmed to them by royal charters,” or ſecured 
by * ſeveral codes of provincial laws. 


W N. C. D. 8. Tuan: they have ? 
right peaceably to aſſemble, conſider of their 
grievances, and petition the King; and that 
all proſecutions, prohibitory proclamations, 


and commitments for the ſame, are illegal. 
5 ; . 
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a ſtanding army in theſe colonies, in times of 
peace, without the conſent of the legiſlature | 
of that colony in which ſuch AO is e I 
int , 


Reſolved, N. C. D. 10. Ir is  indiſpentibly 
te in to good government, and rendered 
effential by the Engliſh conſtitution, that the 
_ conſtituent hes of the legiſlature be in- 


dependant of each other ; that, therefore, the 


_ exerciſe of legiſlative power in ſeveral colo- 
nies, by a council appointed, during pleaſure, 
by the crown, is unconſtitutional, dangerous, 
and deſtructive to the freedom of AINEFIGAR 


W 


ALL and each of which, the aforeſaid de- 


puties in behalf of themſelves, and their con- 
ſtituents, do claim, demand, and inſiſt on, as 


their indubitable rights and liberties; which 
cannot be legally taken from them, altered or 
abridged by any power whatever, without 
their own conſent, by their repreſentatives 1 in 


e ſeveral provincial ne, „„ 
In the conſe of our inquiry, we find many 
infringements and violations of the foregoing 
Tights ; which, from an ardent defire that har- 
mony and mutual intercourſe of affection and 
Intereſt may be reſtored, we pals over for the 
preſent, and proceed to ſtate ſuch acts and 


meaſures as have been adopted fince the laſt 
war, which demonſtrate - e formed a 


enſlave America. ; 


Reſolved | 


i 


1251 


Neſhbed, N. C. D. THAT the following acts 

5 bK. parliament are infringements and viola- 
tions of the rights of the coloniſts; and that 
the repeal of them is eſſentially neceſſary, in 
order to reſtore harmony between GreatsBri- 
tain and the American colonies, „„ 


0 Tur ſeveral acts of 4 Geo. III. ch. 15. and 

ch. 34-—5 Geo. III. ch. 25.6 Geo. III. ch. 

52.7 Geo. III. ch. 41. and ch. 46.—8 Geo. 

III. ch. 22. which — as duties for the pur- 
poſe of raiſing a revenue in America, extend 

; the powers of the admiralty courts beyond 

3 their ancient limits, deprive the American ſub: 

| Je of trial by j jury, authoriſe the judges cer- | 

tificate to indemnify the proſecutor from da- 
mages, that he might otherwiſe be liable to, 
requiring oppreſlive ſecurity from a claimant 
of ſhips and goods ſeized, before he ſhall be 
allowed to defend his property, 1 are ſub- 

n of American rights. e 


8 


- 


As 12 Geo. III. ch. 24. intituled, « An 
act for the better ſecuring his Majeſty's 
e dock yards, magazines, ſhips, ammunition 
and ſtores.” Which declares a new offence 
in America, and deprives the American ſub-- 
ject of a conſtitutional trial by jury of the vi- 
cinage, by authoriſing the trial of any perſon 
charged with the committing any offence de- 
ſcribed in the ſaid act out of the realm, to be 
indicted and tried for the ſame in any Wan or 
oy Withiir the creatine 7 Fs 
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Also the three acts paſſed. in the laſt 1 
Lon of parliament, for ſtopping the port and 
blocking up the harbour of Boſton, for alter- 
ing the charter and government of Maſſachu- 
ſetts- Bay, and that which is intituled, '* An 
* act for the better r admminifiration of able, 


Ke. | 


IS 


Ars 80 the at paſſed i in ' he ſame ſeflion for 
eſtabliſhing the Roman catholic religion in the 
province of Quebec, aboliſhing the equitable 
_ dyſtem of Engliſh laws, and erecting a tyran- 
Ny. there, to the great danger, from ſo total 
2 diſſimularity of religion, law, and govern- 
ment to the neighbouring Briti 56k thy by | 
the aſſiſtance of whoſe blood and treaſure the 
4 country was conquered from France. 


A180 the act paſſed i in the ſame ſeſſon for 
the better providing ſuitable quarters for of- 


ficers and ſoldiers in his Mayelty's 8 ſer vice in 
North-America. 5 


Also, that the keeping a cc army 
in ſeveral of theſe colonies, in time of peace, 
Without the conſent of the legiflature of that 
= Colony 1 1 Weh Tuch : 15 0 18 AN 75 e 


law. | 


The Concrs: S, from: Ame to o time, paſſed 
the following Reſolves : „ 


— Taar this Congreſs do approve 
of the oppoſition made. by. the inhabitants of 
the Maflachuſetts-Bay, to the execution of 
dhe Tate aQs of Parliament ; and if the ſame 


Hall | 


„ 


1 oY; 
ſhall be attempted to be * inte is 


by force, in in ſuch caſe, all 5 to | 


2 


ſupport them 3 in ther appolitian, 
Reſolved, er: it is the opinion os this 


body, that the removal of the people of Boſ- 


ton into the country, would be, not only ex. 


tremely difficult in the execution, but ſo im- 


portant in its conſequences, as to require the 
utmoſt deliberation before it is adopted. But 
in caſe the provincial meeting of that colony 
ſhall judge it ab/olutely neceſſary, it is the opi- 


nion of this Congreſs, that all America ought 


to contribute towards recompenſing them for 
the injury they may thereby ſuſtain ; 5 and it 


Will be recommended accordingly. 


Neſalved, Tuan this Congreſs do recom- 
mend to the inhabitants of the colony of the 


Mlaſſachuſetts· Bay, to ſubmit to a ſuſpenſion 


of the adminiſtration of juſtice, where it can- 


not be procured in a legal and peaceable man- 15 


ner, under the rules of the charter and the 
laws founded thereon, until the effects of our 
application for a repeal of the acts, by which 
Few charter rights are : infringed, is known. 


" Reſolved ananimeufly, TaxT every perſon or 


5 perſons whomſoever, who ſhall. take, accept, 
or act under any commiſſion or authority, in 
any wiſe derived from the act paſſed in the laſt 


5 ſeſſion of parliament, changing the form of 


government and violating the charter of the 


province of the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, ought to 
be held in deteſtation and abhorrenee by all 


n _ and nend As) the wicked * 
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| fible,” to attend ſuch ot Fa 


Fo 1. 


of that deſpotiſm, which is pr eparing to de- 7 
ſtroy thoſe rights, which Go 


© Reſolved unanimouſly, Trar the EIT Sr 


Boſton and the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, be adviſed 


ſtill to conduct themſelves peaceably towards 


his excellency General Gage, and his Majeſ- 
ty's troops now ſtationed in the town of Bot- 


ton, as far as can poſſibly conſiſt with their 
immediate ſafety and the ſecurity of the town; 


avoiding and diſcountenancing every viola- 
tion of his Majeſty's property, or any infult 

to his troops; z and that they peaceably and 
firmly perſevere 1 in the line in which they are 
now condutting themſelves on the defenſive. 


| Reſolved, TuAT the fiat or attempting 
to ſeize, any perſon in America, in order t6 


ebene ſuch perſon beyond the ſea, for trial 


of offences committed within the body of a 
county in America, being againſt law, will 


juſtify and ought to meet WALK 016 OA and 


FRE. ON 
e Ofiober ns £ 


© Reſolved, As the. opinion of the olatels, 
that it will be neceffary that a congreſs ſhould 
be held on the roth day of May next, unleſs 


the redreſs of grievances, which we have de- 


ſired, be obtained before that time. And we 
recommend that the ſame be held at the city 


of Philadelphia, and that all the colonies in 


North-America chuſe deputies as ſoon as . 


Tor spa 85 


nature and „ 
f e have given to America. e 


1 
n Offober 26. 


i THAT the con gre in their own 
names, and in behalf of all thoſe whom they 
repreſent, do preſent their moſt grateful ac- 
knowledgments to thoſe truly noble, honor- 
able, and patriotic. advocates of civil and reli- 
gious liberty ; who have ſo - generouſly and 
powerfully, tho' unſucceſsfully, eſpouſed and 
defended the cauſe of America, both in and 
out of Parliament. 1 


* 


5 1 Cory of the 8 to General Gage was = 
- 55 0 into Congreſs, and agreeable to order, 
| 8 by the Prefi dent, and is as follows : : 


e Ogober 100 I 774. 
Sia, 


HE inhabitants br the town of Bite have 

| informed us, the repreſentatives of his 
Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, in all the colonies 
from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, that the fortifica- 
tions erecting within that town, the frequent 
invaſions of private property and the repeated 
inſults they receive from the ſoldiery, have given 
them great reaſon to ſuſpect a plan is formed 
very deſtructive to them and tending to over- 
throw the liberties of America, - 


# 


| ous Excellency cannot be a ſtranger to $the 
Ene of America, with reſpect to the late 

acts of Parliament, under the execution of which 
thoſe unhappy people are oppreſſed; the appro- 
bation univerſally expreſſed of their conduct and 
the determined reſolution of the colonies, for 

the Feten of their common rights, to 

unite 
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unite in their appotidien to thoſe adds: 1 cons 


ſequence of theſe ſentiments, they have appoint- 


ed us the guardians of their rights and Hiberties, 


and we are under the deepeſt concern, that whilſt 
we are purſuing every dutiful and ane 


meaſure to procure a cordial and effectual re- 
coneiliation between Great-Britain and the co⸗ 


onies, your Excellency ſhould. proceed in 4 


manner that bears fo hoſtile an appearance, and 


i which even thoſe oppreſſive acts dot not warrant. 


WI entreat your e to conkers 
whar a tendency this conduct muſt have, to ir- 
ritate and force a people, however well diſpoſec 
to peaceable meafures, into hoſtihties, which 
may prevent the endeavours ot this Congreſs to 


reſtore a good underſtanding with an parent 


N 


ſtate, and may inrolre us in the horrors or 


_ a civil war. F ning OP he I 


Is order therefore to quiet the minds, and 
remove the reaſonable jealouſies of the people, 


that they may not be driven to a flate of deſpe- 


ration, being fully perſuaded of their pacific 


diſpoſition towards the King's troops, could 


they be affured of their own lafety, we hope, 
Sir, you will diſcontinue the tortifications 8 


and about Boſton, prevent any further inva- 


may be open, unmoleſted, and free. 


Signed by order and i in behalf of the General 
Congrels, 


Prxrrox RanDoLen, Preſident. 


* 


ſions of private property, reſtrain the irregula- 
rities of the ſoldiers, and give orders that the 
communications between the town and ank 
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VV Delegates of the ſeveral Colonies of 
| NowbFzmpdllre; Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode- 
_ Hand, Connecticut, New-York, New- Jerſey, 
| Pennſylvania, the Three Lower Counties of 
Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and South- 
Carolina, deputed to repreſent them in a conti- 
nental Congreſs held in the city of Philadel- 
phia, on the fifth day of September, 1774, 
avowing our allegiance to his Majeſty, our af- 
fection and regard for our fellow. ſubjects in 
Great - Britain and elſewhere, affected with the 
deepeſt anxiety, and moſt alarming apprehen- 
ſions at thoſe grievances and - diſtreſſes, with 
which his Majeſty's American ſubjects are op- 
preſſed, and having taken under our moſt feri. 
ous deliberation, the ſtate of the whole conti. 
nent, find, that the preſent unhappy ſituation of 
our affairs is occaſioned by a ruinous ſyſtem of 
e ere eee e _ the 1 Ma: 
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for inflaving. theſe Colonies, and, with them, 
the Britiſ Empire. In proſecution of which ; 
ſyſtem, various Acts of Parliament have ben 
paſſed for raiſing a Revenue in America, for 
depriving the American ſubjects, in many in- 
ſtances, of the conſtirutional trial by jury, ex- 
oſing the) ir ves to danger, by directing a new 
and legal trial beyond che ſeas, for crimes al- 
Tedgea Wo have been committed in America: 
And in proſecution of the ſame ſyſtem, ſeveral 
late, cruel, and oppreflive Acts have been paſ- 
;ſed ref pecting the town of Boſton and the Maſ- 
ſachuſerts-Bay, and alſo an, Act for extending 
the province of Quebec, ſo as to border on the 
weſtern frontiers of theſe Colonies, eſtabliſning 
an arbitrary government therein, and diſcourag- 
ing the ſettlement of Britiſh ſubjects in that 
wide extended country; thus by the influence 
of civil principles and ancient prejudices to diſ- 
poſe the inhabitants to act with hoſtility? againſt. 
the free Proteſtant Colonies, whenever a icke 
. e Thall cue: 5 to direct ene | 
To obiain e 8 chere aricvances;! Walt 
ee deſtruction to the lives, liberty, and 
property of his Majeſty's. ſubjects in North- 
America, we are of opinion, that a non- impor- 
tation, non-confumption, and non exportation 
agreement, faithfully adhtred to, will prove the 
moſt ſpeedy, effectual, and peaceable meaſure : 
And therefore we do, for ourſelves and the inhabi- 
rants of the ſeveral Colonies; whom we repreſent. 
firmly e and aſſociate under the ſacred "; 1 


. 


CY (nt 


F 


Tn 


1 virtue, honor and love of our + country, as 


follows. ien e e ISAT T6 . 


e ee ot: ok a 5 firſt Fog. of 


B next, we will not import into Britiſn 


America, from Great- Britain or Ireland, any 
goods, wares or merchandize whatſoever, or 


from any other place any ſuch goods, wares or 
merchandize, as ſhall have been exported from 


Great-Britain or Ireland; nor will we, after that 


day, import any Eaſt- India tea from any part of 


the world; nor any molaſſes, ſyrrups, paneles, 
coffee or piemento, from the Britiſh. plantations, 
or from Dominica; nor wines from Madeira, 


or the nn Iſlands; nor — 0 5 


yy WI will on import, nor pur- 
0 any ſlave imported after the firſt day 
of December next; after which time, we will 


wholly diſcontinue the ſlave trade, and will 
neither be concerned in it ourſelves, nor will we 
hire our veſſels, nor ſell our commodities or 


manufactures to thoſe, 1 are concerned i in Wo 


Wird. As a „ agreement, 


ſtrictly adhered to, will be an effectual ſecurity 


for the obſervation of the non-importation, we, 


as above, ſolemnly agree and affociate, that, 


from this day, we will not purchaſe or uſe any 
Tea imported on account of the Eaſt- India com- 

pany, or any on which a duty hath been or ſhall be 
paid; and from and after he firſt day of March 
next, we willnot purchaſe or uſe any Eaſt-India 


dea eee 3 nor will we, nor wall an any perſon for 
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7 
or under us, purchaſe or uſe any of thoſe g 


wares or merchandize, we have agreed not to 


import, which we ſhall know, or have cauſe to 


_ Tulpect, were imported after the firſt day of 
| pats non, except ſuch as come under the rules 


and 


of © he tenth article ene 


Fourth. Tur ns "IR ns 
— fellow-ſu bjects in Great-Britain, Ire- 


land or the Weſt-Indies, induces us to ſuſpend 
a non exportation, until the tenth day of Sep- 


tember 1775; at which time, if the ſaid Acts 
and part of Acts of the Britiſh parliament 
herein after mentioned are not repealed, we will 


not, directly or indirectly, export any merchan- 


dize or commodity whatſoever to Great-Britain, 
Ireland or _ r, re _— rice 0 
Europe. - 

Fifib. Sm as are — and-w the 
Britiſh and Iriſh trade, wilt give orders, as ſoon 
as poſſible,” to their factors, agents and corre- 
ſpondents, in Great-Britain and Ireland, not to 
Hip any goods to them, on any pretence what- 

ver, as they cannot be received in America; 
and if any merchant, reſiding in Great-Britain 
or Ireland, ſhall dire&tly or indirectly ſhip any 
ods, wares or merchandize, for America, in 
order to break the ſaid non-importation agree- 
ment, or in any manner contravene- the tame 
on ſuch unworthy conduct being well attefted, 
it ought to be made public; and, on the ſame 


being ſo done,” we wil not from thenceforth 


have 


1 9 55 their TE 5 
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have _ corniercal connexion wih 
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Sixth. r en as are owners of veſſels 
will give poſitive orders to their captains, or 
maſters, not to receive on board their veſſels 
any g ohibited by the ee eee 
on agreement, on pain of e 


— 


. een Wy will uid our marking ee 
| = improve the breed of ſheep and increaſe their 


number to the greateſt extent, and to that end, 


we will Kill chem ar ſparingly as may be, eſpe- 
cCially thoſe of the molt profitable kind; nor will 
we export any to the Weſt - Indies or elſewhere; 
and thoſe of us who are or may become over. 
ſtocked with, or can conveniently ſpare any 
ſheep, will diſpoſe of them to our neighbours, 
e eee to the args m_ Nene ee termer 
Exe. We wilt in Fr large Aube 
encourage frugality, æconomy, and induttry; 
and promote agriculture, arts, and the manu- 
factures of this country, eſpecially that of 
_—_ and wilt diſcountenance and eee 
ry ſpecies of extravagance and di 


e all horſe racing, and all kinds C 


gaming, cock fighting, exhibitions. af fhews, 
plays, and other (expenſive diverfions. and en- 
rertainments. And on the death of any rela- 
tion or friend, none of us, or any of our fami- 
hes will go into any further mourning drafs 
than a black — ribbon on the =» 


2 


— 


| 

. 
1 

| 


1 18 1 
for * and a black a EY 8 . 


lace for Ladies, and we will diſcontinue the 
. giving bag e and ſcarfs at SO 


«2, 


\ Ninth. Se as are wenne of goods 6 or 


eee will not take advantage of the ä 


ſcarcity of that may be occaſioned by 


goods 
this aſſociation, but will ſell the ſame at the 
rates we have been reſpectively accuſtomed ta 


do, for twelve months laſt paſt.— And if any 
vender of goods or merchandize ſhall ſell any 
ſuch goods on higher terms, or ſhall in any 


manner, or by any device whatſoever, violate : 
or depart; from this Agreement, no perſon 


ought, 'nor will any of us deal with any ſuch 
perion, or his, or her factor or agent, at any 


time thereafter, for __ compmoriny WEE, + 


* 


27 arb. Ir Dh any merdhant, 8 or 
other perſons ſhall import any goods or mer- 
chandize after the firſt day of December, 


and before the firſt day of February next, the 
ſame ought forthwith, ME the election of the 
owner, to be either reſhipped or delivered up to 
the Committee of the county, or town wherein 


they ſhall be imported, to be ſtored at the 


riſque of the importer, until the non-imparta- 
tion Agreement ſhall ceaſe, or be fold under 


the direction of the Committee aforeſaid; and 


in the laſt mentioned caſe, the owner or owners 
of ſuch goods ſhall be reimburſed (out of the 


ſales) the firſt coſt and charges, the profit, if any, 


to be applied towards relieving and employing 
fuch 2 4 Oat inhabitants of the town of Boiton, as as 


are 


* 1 


= 1 ae A uy the Boſtan Port- Bill; 


and a particular account of all goods ſo returned, 
ſtored, or ſold, to be inſerted in the public pa 


Pers; "and if any goods or merchandizes ſhall, b. be 
imported after the ſaid firſt day of F ebruary, 


the ſame ought-forthwith to be ent back again, 
without bre Aung wed of the Packages: thereof. 


\-rBlevgmthes Rn Crabs a 2 


every county, city, and town, by thoſe who 


are qualified to vote for Repreſentatives in the 
Legillature, whoſe buſineſs it ſnhall be attentive- 


ly to obſerve the conduct of all perſons touching 
this aſſociation; and when it ſhall be made to ap- 
pear to the ſatisfaction of a majority of any fuch 


Committee, that any perſon within the limits of 
their appointment has / violated this aſſociation, 


that ſuch majority do forthwith cauſe the truth of 
the caſe to be publiſhed-in the Gazette, to the 
end, that all ſuch foes to the rights of Britiſh 
America may be publicly known, and univff- 
ſally contemned as the enemies of American li- 

berty; and thenceforth we reſpectively will 
5 break off all dealings Wen him or her. 


£ 


ſpondence in the reſpective Colonies do fre- 


223 inſpect the entries of their Cuſtom- 


ouſes, | and inform each other from time to 
time of the true ſtate thereof, and of every other 


material circumſtance that Ty occur re. to 


this allgciatium A 
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. || Thirteenth. Taar all manufaRures of chis 
country: be fold at reaſonable prices, ſo that no 
undue gs rs de mr of” ac a e cg 


1 a * 


Fyurie mites PAT we. „ace age 1284 

ve, that we will have no trade, commerce, 
dealings or intercourſe whatſocver, with any 
colony or province, in North America, which 


all hot accede to, or which ſhall hereafter. vio 


late this aſſociation, but will hold them as un- 
worthy of the rights of freemen, _ as tn 


10 the eee e eee U Dede oy 
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And we do ſolemnly. bind | ves bee 
3 under the ties aforeſdid, to adhere 
to this Aſſociation until ſuch parts of the ſeveral 


Acts of Parliament paſſed fince the cloſe of the 
laſt war, as impoſe or continue duties on tea, 


Wine, eee ſyrups, paneles, coffee, ſugary 
mente, indigo, foreign paper, glaſs, and 
painters colours; imported into America, and 
extend the powers of the Admiralty: courts be- 
yond their ancient limits, deprive the American 
ſubject of trial by jury, authoriſe the Judge's 
certificate to indemnify the proſecutor from da- 


mages, that he might otherwiſe be liable to from 
aà trial by his peers,” require oppreſſive ſecurity 
from a claimant of ſhips or goods ſeized, before 


he ſhall be allowed to defend his property, 
are 1 until that part of the Act 
of the 12. G. 3. ch. 24. entitled, An Act 
for the better ſecuring his Majeſty's dock yards, 


magazines, ſhips, ammunition, and ſtores, by 
which, 


0 CCC N 

which, any perſons e with committing 
any of the offences therein deſcribed, in Ame 

rica, may be tried in any ſhire or county within 

the realm, is repealed- And until the four Acts 
paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, viz. that | 
for ſtopping the port and blocking up the har- 

bour of Boſton! — That for altering the charter 

and government of the Maffachuſett' $-Bay -—— 

And that which is entltled, ** An Act for the 

better adminiſtration Ef jultice, &c." —— 

And that? For extending the lianirs of Quebec, 

&c.“ are repealed. And we recommend it to 

the provincial conventions; and to the commit- 

tees in the reſpective Colonies, to eſtabliſh ſuch 

farther regul*tions as they may think proper, 
Conde into Execution this Aſſociatiol. 


8. . * p71 : 7 4 4 . 


Tae foregoing Afſfociatioh being determined 
upon by the Cox GR ESS, was ordered to be ſub- 
ſcribed by the ſeveral: Members thereof; ; and 
thereupon we have e ſet our "MY "\ þ 

names accordingly. . 3 I £944 
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NATHANIEL FoLsoM. 
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PS. Os „ J SAMvEL. Abbaus, 
Auluneu, 50, Jonn Abalis, 
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I K. f James Duane, 8 1 
| | WilLiam Ces 
& ; HENAV WISNER, 
8 | 8. BoznyuM, 
f 9 Ks, l 
WILLIAM LivinGsTONs. 5 
) STepnen CRANE, 
L. RicHany Surg. 


Jesken Gattowar, 8 55 
Jon Dicxinson, - 
CHARLES HuMPHREPS, © 
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Jonx MorTon, .... 
GzorcEt Ross. 
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RiIchARD HzNRY Lin; 
[GroRG RB WawmincToON, 
P. HEART, Jun. 
RiIcHARD BLanD, 


Benjamin HARRISON, 
LEDMUND PENDLETON. 


Virginia. 


C William Hoorn, 
Morth-Carolins. Joszxen Hewes, 
R. CASWELL. 


HENRY Mipprzrox, 
Tous Lyncn, 
CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN, 
Joun RurLE DOE, 
 EpwarD RUTLEDGE» 


South Carolina. 
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Appointed by the ſeveral EnGLIs: A 
LONIES of New-HAMPSHIRE; Massa- 


CHUSETT $+BAY, RHODpE-ISLAND and 


5 PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS; CoNnNEC= 
1 ICU. NEW-VORE, NE WIJER SE, 


ef PrxnsyLYanta, The LowER CouNn- 


is on DrLAWARE, MaryLanD, 
VIRGINIA; NoRTH- CAROLIN A, and 
So rRH-CAROLINA, to confider of 


their Grievances in GENERAL Cox- 


. GRESS, at PRILADbELPHIA, Septem- 


ber 5th, 477 4. T 


Friends, and Fullow-Subjetis," 


7 HEN a Nation, led to greatnefſs by 
the hand of Liberty, and poſſeſſed of 
all che glory, that heroiſm, munificence, and hu- 
mManity-can. beſtow, deſcends to the ungrateful 
_ taſk of forging chains for her Friends and Chil- 
dren, and inſtead of giving ſupport to Free- 
dom, turns (advocate for Slavery and Oppreſ- 
lion, there is reaſon to ſuſpect ſhe. has cither 
ceaſed to be virtuous, or been extremely negli- 


gend in the er oh her rulers. * 
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In amoſt's every age, in EET cum, in 
long and bloody wars, as well civil as foreign, 

againſt many and powerful nations, againſt the 
open aſſaults of enemies and the more danger- 
ous treachery of friends, have the inhabitants - 
of yourWand, your great and glorious ancef- 
tors, mar Fed their independence and tranſ- 


mitted the rights of men and the bleſſings of : 
liberty to you their poſterity. 3 ; 


B not ſurprised therefore, that we, who are 
deſcended from the fame common anceſtors; 
hat we, whoſe forefathers participated in all 
the rights, the liberties and the conſtitution, 


vou ſo juſtly boaſt, and who have carefully con- 


veyed the fame face inheritance to us, guaran- 


tied by the plighted faith of government and 
the moſt ſolemn compacts — Britiſn Sove- 


reigns, ſhould refuſe to ſurrender them to men, 


who found their claims on no principles of 


reaſon, and who proſecute them with à deſign, 
that by having our lives and property in their 
power, they may with the . taciliey Ne 


| flave you. 8 


Tux cauſe of America is now the et af | 


FER iP" attention: it has at length become ve- 
ry ſerious. This unhappy country has not only 


been oppreſſed, but abuſed and miſrepreſented; 
and the duty we owe to ourſelves and poſterity, 
to your ee dc and the general welfare of the 
Britiſn e „leads us to N. e © ene on dns | 


very important 5 1 


Ka ths: Tuxer we Wande . and 


do inſiſt, that we are and ovght to be, as free as 


our 


* 1 5 


our a cabjeſs in Britain, and that no pow- 
er on earth has a right to take our OY 
from us without our conſent. 


Tur we elbe all the benefits Weupeg to He 
ſubject by the Engliſh conſtitution, and parti- : 
SHOOT. that in n one of trial by] Jury. 


Tal we hold it eſſential to Engliſh Liberty, 
that no man be condemned unheard, or puniſh 
ed for ſuppoſed offences, without 2” an 
opportunity of making his defence. 


\ 

Trar we think the .epiflaciire of . 
Britain is not authorized by the condition to 
eſtabliſh a religion. fraught with fanguinary and 
impious tenets, or, to erect an arbitrary form 
of government in any quarter of the globe. 


Theſe rights, we, as well as you, deem facred. 


And yet facred as they are, they have, with 
many others, been e and ky ; 
VII. OO 


5 Anz not the "OE DR of the ſoil of Great- 
Britain Lords of their own property? can it be 
taken from them without their conſent? will 
they yield it to the arbitrary diſpoſal of any 
man, or number of men FUSEYEL Fou 
know they will not. 


Wear then are the Propeſebons of thy ſoil of | 
America leſs Lords of their property than you 
are of yours, or why ſhould they ſubmir it to 


the diſpoſal of your Parliament, or any other 
| Parliament, or Council in the world, not of 


EE IE” their 
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their election ? Can the intervention of the ſea 
that divides us, cauſe diſparity in rights, or 
can any reaſon be given, why Engliſh ſubjects, 
who live three thouſand miles from the royal 
palace, ſhould enjoy leſs liberty than thoſe: who 
are three hundred miles diſtant from it 


n looks with indignation on fuch dit. 
tinctions, and freemen can never perceive their 
propriety. And yet, however chimerical and 
unjuſt ſuch diſcriminations are, the Parliament 
aſſert, that they have a right to bind us in all 
cCaſes without exception, whether we conſent or 
not; that they may take and ule our property 
when and in what manner they pleaſe ; that we 
are penſioners on their bounty for all that we 
poſſeſs, and can hold it no longer than they 
vouchafe to permit. Such declarations we con- 
ſider as hereſies in Engliſh politics, and which 
can no more operate to deprive us of our pro- 
perty, than the interdicts of the Pope can di- 
veſt Kings of ſceptres which the laws of the | 
land and the voice of Te PROP have e in 


their hands. „ 


tos | the. concluſion of the late war---a, war 
rendered glorious by the abilities and integrity 
of a Maniſter, to whoſe efforts the Britiſh em- 
pire owes its ſafety and its fame: At the con- 
cluſion of this war, which was ſucceeded by an 
inglorious peace, formed under the auſpices of 
a Miniſter of principles, and of a family. un- 
friendly to the proteſtant cauſe, and inimical to 
liberty.-- We ſay at this period, and under the 


infloence of that man, a Plan for enſlaving your 
fellow 
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fellow ſubjects in America was concerted, and 
has ever ſince been pertinaciouſiy eee into 12, 
execution. %; ;᷑ ³1531ÿ 39 210) dreth | 


= Be ng to 1 ra you: were content 8 

drawing from us the wealth produced by our 
commerce. You. reſtrained our trade in every 
way that could conduce to your emolument. . 
You exerciſed unbounded ſovereignty: over the # 
ſea.. . You named the ports and nations to 
which alone our merchandize ſhould be: carried, 

and with whom alone we ſhould trade; . 

though ſome of theſe reſtrictions were grievous, Y 
we nevertheleſs did not complain; we looked D » 
up to you as to our parent ſtate to which we 
were bound by the ſtrongeſt ties: And were A 
happy in being inſtrumental to You MORON. JN 
and your Erandevr.:, Fe | | 
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WE. call upon. you e to witneſs our 

| loyalty and attachment to the common intereſt 
of the whole empire: Did we not, in the laſt 
war, add all the ſtrength of this vaſt continent 

to the force which repelled our common enemy? 
Did we not leave our native ſhores, and meet 
diſeaſe and death, to promote the ſucceſs of Bri- 
'tiſh arms in foreign climates? Did you not 
thank us for our zeal, and even reimburſe us 
large ſums of money, which, you conteſfed, we 
had advanced beyond our proportion dach fer 
N our abilities ? You did. | 05 


To what 1 a then, are we to attribute the 
ſudden change of treatment, and that ſyſtem of 
ſlavery which Was prepared for us at the reſtora- 
ion of peace. Being _ 


* 


1 


nr we a recovered from the ditreſies 
which ever attend war, an attempt was made to 
drain this country of all its money, by the op- 
. prefſive Stamp-Act. Paint, Glaſs, and other 
_ commodities, which you would not permit us 
to purchaſe of other nations, were taxed ; nay, 
although no wine is made in any country, ſub- 
ject to the Britiſh ſtate, you prohibited our pro- 
curing it of foreigners, without paying a tax, 
impoſed by your parliament, on all we imported. 
Theſe and many other impoſitions were laid 
upon us moſt unjuſtly and unconſtitutionally, 
for the expreſs purpoſe of raiſing a revenue.--- 
In order to fitence complaint, it was, indeed, 
provided, that this revenue ſhould be expend- 
ed in America for its protection and defence. 
Theſe exactions, however, can receive no juſti- 
fication from a pretended neceſſity of protecting 
and defending us. They are laviſhly ſquandered 
on court favourites and miniſterial dependents, 
generally avowed enemies to America and em- 
ploying themſelves, by partial repreſentations, to 
traduce and embroil the Colonies. For the ne- 
ceſſary ſupport, of government here, we ever 
were and ever ſhall be ready to provide. And 
whenever the exigencies of the flare may require 
it, we ſhall, as we have heretofore done, chear- . 
fully contribute our full proportion of men and 
money, To enforce this unconſtitutional and 
unjuſt ſcheme of taxation, every fence that the 
wiſdom of our Britiſh anceſtors had carefully 
erected againſt arbitrary power, has been violent- 
ly thrown down in America, and the ineſtimable 
right of trial by jury taken away in caſes that 


touch both life and property.- It was agg 
that 
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chat whenever offences ſhould be committed in 
the Colonies againſt particular Acts impoſing 


various duties and reftriftions upon trade, the 
proſecutor might bring his action for the pena 


ties in the Courts of Admiralty; by which means 


the ſubject loſt the advantage of being tried by 
an honeſt uninfluenced jury of the vicinage, and 
vWwas ſubjected to the fad neceſſity of being judg- 
ed by a ſingle man, a creature of the Crows, 
and according to the courſe of a law which ex- 
empts the proſecutor from the trouble of prov- 


ing his accuſation, and obliges the defendant 


either to evince his innocence or to ſuffer. To 
give this new judicatory the greater importance, 


and as, if with deſign. to protect falſe accuſers, 
it is further provided, that the Judge's cetificate 


of there having been probable- cauſes of ſeizure 
and proſecution, ſhall protect the proſecutor 
from actions at common E. for recovery of 
Pons. Einar ena : 


By the 1 e pale aner „ | 


in ſach of the Britiſh dominions in which courts: 
are eſtabliſhed and juſtice duely and regularly 


| aig ſhall be there tried by a jury of the 
vicinage. There the offenders and the witneſſes 


are known, and the degree of credibility to be 


om to their teſtimony, can be aſcertained. 


In all N Colonies, juſtice. is e 


and impartially adminiſtered, and yet by the 


conſtruction of ſome, and che direction of other 


Acts of Parliament, offenders are to be taken by 
force, together with all ſuch perſons as may be 


Pony out as witneſſes, and carried to England, 


there 
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there to be tried in a diſtant land, 5 a jury 0 of 


ſtrangers, and ſubject to all the diſadvantages 


that reſult: from want of Hog os want of” wits 


Nee and want of e 7 TT eee ks, 
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Wien: the delign of vag ＋ revenite from 
the duties impoſed on the 1 importation of tea in- 
to America had in great «meaſure been ren- 
dered abortive by our ceaſing to import that 


commodity, à ſcheme was concerted by the 


Miniſtry with the Eaſt India Company, and an 
Act paſſed enabling and encouraging them to 
tranſport and*vend-it in the Colonies. Aware 
of the danger of giving ſucceſs to this inſidious 
manceuvre, and of permitting a precedent of tax. 
ation thus to be eſtabliſned among us, various 
methods were adopted to elude the ſtroke. The 


people of Boſton, then ruled by a Governor, 1 
whom, as well as his predeceſſor Sir Francis 
Bernard, all America conſiders as her enemy, - 


were exceedingly embarraſſed. The ſhips 


which had arrived with the tea were by. | 
management prevented from 'returning. "The 


duties would have been paid; the cargoes 


landed and expoſed to ſale; a Governor's influ- 


ence would have procured and protected many 
purchaſers. While the town was ſuſpended by 
deliberations on this important ſubject, the tea 
was deſtroyed. Even ſuppoſing a treſspaſs was 


thereby committed, and the Proprietors: of the 


tea entitled to damages.-.-The Courts of Law: 


were open, and Judges appointed by the 
Crown preſided in chem. The Eaſt India Com- 
pany however did not think proper to com- 


ment a tuirs, nor did they even demand ſa- 
ES tisfaction 


. 


cistaction either from individuals or from the 


community in general. The Miniſtry, it ſeem, 


officiouſly made the caſe their own, and the 
great Council of the nation deſcended to inter- 
meddle with a diſpute about private property. 
Divers papers, letters, and other unauthenti- 
cated ex parte evidence were laid before them; 
neither the perſons who deſtroyed the Tea, or 
the people of Boſton, were called upon to anſwer 
the complaint. The Miniſtry, incenſed by be- 
ing diſappointed in a favourite ſcheme, were de- 
termined to recur from the little arts of fineſſe, to 
open force and unmanly violence. The port of 
Boſton was blocked up by a fleet, and an army 
placed in the town. Their trade was to be ſuſpend- 
ed, and thouſands reduced to the neceſſity of gain- 
ing ſubſiſtance from charity, till they ſhould 
ſubmit to paſs under the yoke, and conſent to 
become ſlaves, by confeſſing the omnipotence 
of Parliament, and acquieſcing in whatever diſ- 
poſition they might think 1 to _ make tha 
FRO Yves: and property. | 


Lee joftice and Ba ts: © 1 the 
| boaſt of your nation] conſult your hiſtory, ex- 
amine your records of former tranſactions, nay 
turn to the annals of the many arbitrary ſtates 
and kingdoms that ſurround you, and ſhew us 
a ſingle inſtaace of men being condemned to 
ſuffer for imputed crimes, unheard, unqueſtion- 
ed, and without even the ſpecious formality of 
-A trial and that too by laws made expreſly 
for the purpoſe, and which had no exiſtence at 
the time of the fact committed. If it be dif- 
ficult to reconcile theſe proceedings to the ge- 
B nius 
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nius pen, of dation and conſtitution, 
the taſl will become more arduous when we call 
upon our miniſterial enemies to juſtity, not on- 
2 condemning. men untried and by hearſay, 


but involving the innocent in one common 
puniſhment with the guilty; and for the act of 
thirty or forty, to bring poverty, diſtreſs and 
calamity on thirty thouſand ſouls, and thoſe not 

enemies, but your 1 en r | 
tetlow e , eee ee po 1 u7; 


03} 1E hs: 5 Ga es to n it . 


catalogue of American oppreſſions ended here. 
It gives us pain to he reduced to the neceſſity of 


| reminding you, that under the confidence re- 


ſed in the faith of government, pledged in a 
royal charter from a Britiſh Sovereign, the fore- 
fathers of the preſent inhabitants of the Maſſa- 


<chuſets-Bay: left their former habitations, and 


eſtabliſhed that great, flouriſning, and loyal 


Colony. Without incurring or being charged 


with a forfeiture of their rights; without being 


heard, without being tried, without law, and 
| elend Juſtice, by an Act of Parliament, their 


charter is deftroyed, their liberties - violated, 


their conſtitution. and form of government 


changed: And all this upon no better pretence, 
than becauſe in one of their towns a treſpaſs was 
committed on ſome merchandize, ſaid to belonę 
to one of the Companies, and becauſe the Mi- 


niſtry were of opinion, that ſuch high political 


regulations were neceſſary to compel due ſub- 
erdination and obedience to their mandates. : 


g 4 8 a |; TT | 
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Nox are theſe the only cap 1ral grievances. 
under which we labor. We wry tell of diſ- 
Minde weak and wicked Governors having 
been ſet over us; of Legiſlatures being ſul- 
pended for aſſerting the rights of Britiſh? ſob- 
jects- of needy. and ignorant dependents on 
great men, advanced to the ſeats of juſtice and 
to ther places of truſt and importance . of 
hard reſtrictions on commerce, and a great va- 
riety of leſſer evils, the recollection of which is 

almoſt loſt under the weight and preſſure of 
5 derte and more er Calanntiens.- 24619 one V 

r * 4 ef] Te: 9%, 7 4 

- Now: 9 85 the progreſſion 5 the miniſterial : 
plan for ma „„ . ens 
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a aware — ſuch 5 attempts Slit 
our property from us; to deprive us of that 
valuable right of trial by jury; to ſeize our per- 
ſons, and carry us for Ty Great-Britain z'to 
blockade our ports; to deſtray our Charters, | 
and change our forms of government, would 
occaſion, and had already occaſioned, , great diſ- 
content in all the Colonies, which might pro- 
duce oppoſition to theſe meaſures: An Act Was 
paſſed to protect, indemnify, a and ſcreen from 
puniſhment ſuch as might be guilty evencof 
murder, in endeavouring to carry their oppreſ- 
five edicts into execution; And by another Act 
the dominion of Canada is to be ſor:extended, 
modelled, and governed, as that by being diſ- 
united from! us, detached from our intereſts, by 
civil as well las religious prejudices, that i 
their numbers daily ſwelling: with Catholic emi- 
1 GO Europe, and by their devotion to 
Guan: Adminiſ- 
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| wn ſo friendly to their een 


they might become e to us, and on 
occalion, be fit inſtruments in the hands of 


power, to reduce the ancient free Proteſtant Co- 


lonies W ihe: me, ane of f n with them- 


2 0 ) 0 


Te was 3 bs olhad: of: whe Act: Pr 
And in this view, being extremely dangerous 
to our liberty and quiet, we cannot forbear com- 


plaining of it, as hoſtile to Britiſh/ America. 
Superadded to theſe conſiderations, we cannot 
help deploring the unhappy condition to which 


it has reduced the many Engliſh ſettlers, who, 


encouraged by the Royal Proclamation, pro- 


N the enjoyment. of all their rights, have 
ſed eſtates in that country. They are 


now the ſubjects of an ee government, 


deprived ot trial by jury, and when impriſoned 
cannot claim the n of the habeas corpus 
Act, that great bulwark and palladium of En- 
gliſn liberty; Nor can we ſuppreſs our aſto- 
niſhment, that a Britiſh Parliament ſhould ever 


conſent: to eſtabliſh i in chat country a religion 
that has deluged your iſlanc 


land in blood, and diſ- 
perſed impiety, bigotry, perſecution, murder 


| mo bellen eee rene penn of the wdthd.. 


at "A a true tate of facts, let us be 


5 you to conſider to what end they cad. 
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| Britain, and the aid of our Roman Catholic 


neighbours, f ſhould be able to carry the point of | 


e and reduce us to a ſtate of perfect hu- 
miliation 


7%. 
_ miliation and ſlavery. Such an engerciridect6uld ” 
doubtleſs make ſome addition to your national 
debt, which already preſſes down your liberties, 
and fills you with Penſioners and Placemen --- 
We preſume, alſo, that your commerce will 
ſome what be diminiſhed; © However, ſuppoſe 
you ſnhould prove victorious -in what condi- 
tion will you then be? Wfrat advantages or 
dar en will eee ugh a Fe 
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8 Mab4 not 4 Miniſtry with; ee armies . 
flave you · it may be ſaid, you will ceaſe to pay 
them- but remember the taxes from America, 
the wealth, and we may add, the men, and 
particularly the Roman Cathehes of this vaſt 
eontinent will then be in the power of your ene- 
mies- nor will you have any feaſon to eupect, 
that after making ſlaves of us, many among us 

ſhould refuſe to aſſiſt i reducing! FER to 4 
fa avject Rate. en A 
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_ in lets than half a century, the quit-rents re- 


ſerved to the Crowh, from the numberleſs 
grants of this vaſt continent, will pour large 
firearms of wealth into the royal cofters, and if 
to this be added the power of taxing America 
at pleaſure, the Crown will be rendered inde- 
pendent on you for ſupplies, and will poſſeſs 

more treaſure than may de neceſſatyt to pur- 
chaſe the remains of Liberty in your Hand. — 
In a word, take care that you Kg Tor fall into 
the Pit that is 85 for us. + 
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WMWIxꝝ believe there is yet much virtue, much 

juſtice, and much public ſpirit in the Englith 
nation To that juſtice we now appeal. You 

have been told that we are ſeditious, impatient 
of government and deſirous of independency. 
Be aſſured that theſe are not facts, but calum- 
nes Permit us to be as free as yourſelves, and 

we ſhall ever eſteem a union with you to be our 
greateſt glory and our greateſt happineſs, we 
ſhall ever be ready: to contribute all in our pow- = 
er to the welfare of the Empire---we ſhall con- 
fider your enemies as our EUs. and Four . 
5 neeends; OR) dtc not ut. troy” 
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Bow. if you are 1 what: your an Mine, : 
ters ſhall wantonly ſport with the rights of 
Mankind --If neither the voice of juſtice, the 
dictates of the law, the principles of the con; | 
ſtitution, or the ſuggeſtions of humanity can 
reſtrain your hands from ſhedding human 
blood in ſuch an impious cauſe, we muſt then 
tell you, that we never will ſubmit to be hew- 
ers of wood or drawers of water for 3 My nil. 


hs or nation in the WII... + its, 
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. us in fs; 9 Giruation” Thar we x were 
at.the cloſe of the laſt war, ang; un. former. fer. 
7 will be reſtored. Cy a ca e 


ur leſt che ſame 1 ard 1 PE in- 
attention to our common intereſt, which you 
have for ſeveral years ſhewn,. ſhould « continue, 
we think it W to eee the COB . 
Juences. | | 
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7 By the destruction of the trade of Boſton; the 
Miniſtry have endeavoured to induce ſubmiſ- 
ſion to their meaſures.---The like fate may be- 


fal us all, we will endeavour therefore to live 


without trade, and recur for ſubſiſtance to the 
fertility and bounty of our native ſoil, which 
will afford us all the neceſſaries and ſome of the 
conveniences of life. We have ſuſpended our 
importation from Great - Britain and Ireland; and 
in leſs than a year's time, unleſs our grievances 


ſhould be redreſſed, ſhall diſcontinue our ex- 


| ports. to thoſe kingdoms | and the W 


Ir is with! che utmoſt regret however, that 


we find ourſelves compelled by the overruling 


principles of ſelf-preſervation, to adopt mea- 


ſures detrimental in their conſequences to num- 
bers of our fellow ſubjects in Great-Britain and 


Ireland. But we hope, that the magnanimity and 
juſtice of the Britiſh Nation will furniſh a Par- 
lament of ſuch wiſdom, independance and pub- 


lic ſpirit, as may fave the violated rights of the 


whole empire from the devices of wicked Mi- 
niſters and evil Counſellors whether in or out of 
office, and thereby reſtore that harmony, friend- 
ſhip and fraternal affection between all the In- 
habitants of his Majeſty's kingdoms and terri- 
tories, ſo ardently wiſhed for by Rey true and 
Type American, I 


EH 


"The Concs 288 fer e mY Afr 
if the memorial to the inhabitants of the Britiſh 


colonies, and the ſame being debated by paragraphs 
and amended, was 8 and i is as s follows- —— 


10 


2 
A 
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IN LABITANTS 0 or THE. 00 


of New-Haxpsnize, MasSACHUSETTS- 


Bax, RHODE-IsLANx D and PROvi- 

"DENCE Plantations; Coxyxxcricur, | 

e, Nx W- Kar Pex 
SYLVANIA, the Counties of NEwW- 
a e KEN T and SussEx on De- 
laware; MARYLAND, VIX CIVIA, 
"Nowrn Canoiing and Sovrn Ca- 
RON. n ee To 


EN 


4 Frrexbs and Counrarien,.. 4+ 175 0 IN: . 
1 E, the Delegates, appointed by the 5550 


at Philadelphia in September laſt, for the pur- 
poſes mentioned by our reſpe&ive Con kituents, 
have in purſuance of the truſt repoſed in us, aſ- 
fembled, and taken into our moſt ſerious conſi- 
deration the important matters recommended to 


the Congreſs. Our reſolutions thereupon will _ 


be herewith comm̃unicated to you. But as the 


ſituation of public affairs grows daily more and 


more alarming; and as ith may be more ſatisfac- 
tory to you to be informed by us in a collective 
body, than in any other manner, of thoſe ſenti- 


ments that have been approved, upon a full and 


free 


people ot the above Colonies to meet 


free diſcuſſion by the Repreſentatives of ſo great 
| 2 part of America, we eſteem ourſelves ohliged 
to add this Addreſs to theſe Reſolutions. 
In every caſe of . eee by a people to 

their rulers, or of one ſtate to another, duty to 
Aimighry God, the creator of all, requires that 
a true and impartial judgment be formed of the 
meaſures leading to ſuch oppoſition z and of the 
cauſes by which it has been provoked, or can 
in any degree be juſtified: That neither affec- 
tion on the one hand, nor reſentment on the 
other, being permitted to give a wrong biaſs to 
reaſon, it may be enabled to take a diſpaſſion- 
ate view of all the circumſtances, and ſettle the 
public conduct on the ſolid foundations of wiſ- 
Fon Councils thus tempered ariſe the 
Jureſt hopes of the divine favour, the firmeſt en- 
couragement to the parties engaged and the 

ſtrongeſt recommendation of their cauſe to the 
0 „Ä! ²˙ VQmUQàAA 8 


Wirn minds deeply impreſſed by a ſenſe of 
theſe truths, we have diligently, deliberately 
and calmly enquired into and conſidered thoſe 
;exertions, both of the legiſlative and executive 
power of Great-Britain, which have excited fo 
much uneaſineſs in America, and have with 
equal fidelity and attention conſidered the con- 
duct of the Colonies. Upon the whole, we 
find ourſelves reduced to the diſagreeable alter- 
native, of being ſilent and betraying the inno- 
cent, or of ſpeaking en thoſe we 


1 


wiſh to revere . In making our choice of theſe 


Auſtreſſing difficulties, we prefer the courſe dic- 


tated by honeſty, and a — 75 che welfare 
5 * our ages 


% *. 


9 8 Se a e of aha PRs was; 
Shave: commenced x memorable change in the 
_ krezrment of theſe Colonies. By a ſtatute made 
in 150 fourth year of the preſent reign, a time 


— profogud prace, alledging © the expediency 
of he proviſion and regulations for extend- 


ing the commicrde between Great- Britain and 


48 Maj dominions in America, and the 


nec of marine 2 Revenue in the ſaid domini- 


ons for defraying the expences of defending, 
protecting and ſecuring: the ſame,“ the Com. 


mons of Great Britain undertook to give and 


grent to his Majeſty many rates and duties, to 


be paid in cheſe Colonies. ' To enforce the ob. 
ſervanceũt this Act, it preſcribes a great num- 
ber of ſevere penalties and forfeitures; and in 

two ſections makes a remarkable diſtinction be- 


tween the ſubjects in Great-Britain and thoſe in 
America. By the one, the penalties and for- 


feitures incurted there are to be recovered 1 
any of the King's Courts of Record at Wetmin- 
fer, or in the Court of Exchequer in Scotland; 
and by the other, the penalties and forfeitures 


incurred bers are to be recovered in any Court 


of Record, or in any Court of Admiraliy or 


Fice- Admiralty, at 155 r 5 OP 1 er 


als 08 et : 


As 


Taz 1 of theſe Colonies nid 


in the 1 of Sten kimi, were ſcarcely 


owed 


tel 

as ſufficient time to receive 2 eonifidet | 
this Act, before another, well known by the 
name of the Stamp Act, and paſſed in the fiftn 
year of this reiga, engroſſed their whole atten- 
tion. By this ſtatute the Britiſh Parliament 
3 in the moſt explicit manner à power 
of taxing us, and extending the juriſdiction of 
Courts of Admiralty and V. Jie: Admiralty in the 
Colonies, to matters ariling within the body of 
a county, directed the numerous penalties and 


forfeitures, thereby MET co be ee in 
the ſaid Courts. 


1 
| In the ſame year a tax was 8 upon us, . 
by an Act, eſtabliſhing ſeveral new fees in the 
cuſtoms. In the next year, the Stamp Act was 
repealed ; not becauſe it was founded in an er- 
roneous principle, but, as the repealing Act re- 
cites, becauſe the continuance hits would be 
attended with many inconveniencies, and might 
be productive of conſequences greatly detri- 


mental to the eee, N of Great- 
Britain,” 5 555 


In the fame year, and i a 1 age > AR, 
it was declared, that his Majeſty in Patlia- 
* ment, of right, had power to bind the people 


ot theſe Colonies, my as IN ALL W 
en e eee. | 


a the ſame year, Am "A was „ pied 

for impoſing rates and duties payable in -:theſe 

pat gi -- mw Statute. the Commons avoids 

lag che terms of g:v/ag. and granting +. humbixf“ 
haſought his wa Ps je might be Ke 

5 | 8. 


: 1 ; 4 an_ : 


ccc But from a declaration in the preamble; 
that the rates and duties were © in lieu of“ ſe 
veral others granted by the Statute firſt 5-tore 


mentioned for raifing a revenue and trom fore 
other expreſſions it appears, that theſe duties 
were intended for aha; ee, 


«The the next year. 1767,) an Act was made 
“ to enable his Majeſty to put the cuſtoms and 
other duties in America under the management 
of Commiſſioners &c.“ and the King therc- 
upon erected the preſent expenſive Board of 
Commiſſioners, for the expreſs purpoſe of car- 
rying into execution the ſeveral Acts relating co 
the revenue and trade 1 in Anerica. 


. 


1 che repeal of the Stamp-AQ, being 
again reſigned ourſelves to our antient unſuſpi- 
cicus affections for the parent ſtate, and #nz1- 
ous to avoid any controverſy with her, in hopes 
of a favourable alteration in ſentiments and mea- 
ſures towards us, we did not preſs our objec — 
tions againſt the above mentioned Statutes made 
ſubſequent t to that repeal, 


Avunatration attributing. to trifling. 
cauſes, a conduct that really proceeded from 
rous motives, were encouraged in the fame 
year (1767) to make a bolder experiment on 
the patience of in. 


Bx a Statute commonly called che Glaſs, Pe | 
per and Tea Af, made fifteen months after the 
of the Stamp-- Ad, the Commons of 
3 3 their form 


oy 
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and again undertook to give and grant rates 


and duties to be paid in theſe Colonies,” for the 
expreſs purpoſe of raiſing a revenue, to defray 
the charges of the adminiſtration of jaſtice, the 
ſupport of civil government, and defending the 
Kings dominions,” on this continent. The pe- 
nalties and forfeitures, incurred under this Sta- 
tute, are to be recovered in ihe ſame manner, 
with thoſe mentioned in the foregoing Acts. 


Jo this Statute, fo naturally tending to dif. 
turb the tranquillity then univerſal throughout 
the Colonies, Parliament, in the ſame ſeſſion, 
added another no leſs extraordinary. . 

Eves ſince the making the preſent peace, 
a i has been kept in theſe Colonies, 
From reipect for the mother country, the inno- 
vation was not only tolerated, but the provin- 
cial Legiſlatures generally made proviſi fouor 

ſupphingz erte 86 


Tux Aſſembly of the province of New-Vork, 
having paſſed an Act of this kind, but differing 
in ſome articles, from the directions of the Act 
of Parliament made in the ib year of this 
reign, the Houſe of Repreſentatives in that Co- 
lony was prohibited by a Statute made in the 
ſeſſion laſt mentioned, from making any bill, 
order, reſolution or vote, except for adjourning 
or chuſing a Speaker, until proviſion ſhould, be 
made by the faid Aſſembly for furniſhing the 
troops within that province, not only with all 
ſuch neceſſaries as were required by the Statute 
aobich they were charged with. diſobeying, but 3 
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wick thoſe required by-two other 


ſubſequent St. 


tutes, which were declared to be in force vntil 5 


the twenty fourth et March 1700. 17 5 0s 


Tazsz Statutes of the year 1 767 p e 
the apprehenſions and diſeontents, that had en- 
tirely ſubſided on the repeal of the Stamp-AF z 
and amidſt the juſt fears and jealouſies thereby. 


_  occalioned, a Statute was made in the next year 
| (1768) to eſtabliſh Courts of Admiralty and Vice 


Admiralty on a new model, expretsly for the 
end of more efe#ually recovering the penalties 
and forfeityres inflicted. by Acts of Parliament, 


| framed for the ** of raiſing 4 revenue in 
Americe, &c. 5 


Tux eee 3 of theſe Ratutes "a 


to ſubvert the right of having a ſhare in legiſ- 
lation, by rendering A ſſemblies uſeleſs the 


right of property, by taking the money of the 
Coloniſts without their conſent; the right of 
trials by jury, by ſubſtituting in their place tri- 


als in Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts, 


where ſingle Judges preſide, holding their Com- 


miſſions during pleaſure; and unduely to in- 
fluence the Courts ot common law, by render- 
ing the Judges thereof totally een no 


the Crown tor their ſalaries. 


en fame. not to mention many wb 
exceedingly exceptionable, compared one with 


another, will be found, not only to form a re- 


gular ſyſtem, in which every part has great force, 

but alſo a pertinacious adherence to that ſyſtem, 

15 e theſe Colonies, that are. o 
_ 


4 23 ] 

2 1 local circumſtances, cannot be repre. 
. fented in the Houſe of Commons, to the uncon - 
troulable and unlimited power of Parliament, 
in violation of their undoubred rights and liber- 


ties, in contempt of * humble and repeated 
N 1 


Tus condudt now RS altonilhing 


and unuſtifiable, when it is conſidered how un- 


provoked it has been by any behaviour of theſe 


Colonies: From their firſt ſettlement, their 
dittereſt enemies never fixed on any of them 2 
charge of diſloyalty to their Sovereign or diſ- 
uffection to their Mother- Country. In the 


wars ſhe has carried on, they have exerted them- 


felves whenever required, in giving her aſſiſtance; 

and have rendered her fervices, which ſhe has 

were" acknowledged to be extremely import- 
Their fidelity, duty and uſefulneſs during 

— laſt war, were freq and affectionately 

confeſſed 1 his late W 

Os . 


Tin ee of ial; old are e un- 


Kemal to the freedom of America, are prin- . 


eipally levelled againſt the province of Maſſa- 


chuſetts- Bay; but with what little reaſon, will 


appear by the following declarations of a per- 
fon, the truth of whoſe evidence, in their fa- 


vour, will not be queſtioned- Governor Ber- 


rard thus addreſſes the two Houſes of Aſſembly 
in his ſpeech on the 24th of April 1762, 
* The unanimity and diſpatch, with which you 


Have complied wi Zh the requiitions of bis Majeſ- 


2. — my Particular 3 


7 and the Preſent | 
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Andir- <ives me additional olds to obſerve; 
that you have therein acted under no other in- 
| fluence than a due ſenſe of your duty, both as 

members of a general. a e and as the: n 


* a particular province.“ 


Ix another ſpeech on the 27h of May, in 


the fame year, he ſays, Whatever ſhall be 


the event of the war, it muſt be no ſmall ſatiſ- 
faction to us, that this province hath contribut- 
ed its full ſhare to the ſupport of it. Every 
thing that hath been required of it hath been complied 
with; and the execution of the powers com- 


mitted. to. me, for raiſing the provincial troops 


hath been as full and complete as the grant of 


them. Never before were regiments ſo eaſily 


levied, ſo well compoſed, and ſo carly in the field 


as they have been this year; the common people 
leemed to be animated with the ſpirit of the 


general Court, and to vie with them! in in rea- 
dineſs to Ns: the King.“ Pa a2 ee 


Sven was the conduct of he People of < 


Mafſfachuſetts-Bay, during the laſt war. As 


to their behaviour before chat period, it ought 
not to have been forgot in Great- Britain, that 


not only on every occaſion they had conſtantly 


and chearfully complied with the frequent royal 


rtequiſitions- but that chiefly by their vigorous 


efforts, Nova- Scotia Was ſubducd 1 in 15 105 and 


HEHE Miſa in 1745. 


a 


1 REIGN SEALS es 40 bd, and * do- 
meſtic diſturbances, that quickly ſucceeded on 
. account of the ſtamp- act, 1 N by its 


** and - he 'S 4 
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Acqua the Aſemblyof: Maſſachuſetts· Bay Sar. 
mitted an humble ad dreſs of thanks Gn the 
King and divers Noblemen, and ſoon after 
paſſed a bill for granting compenſation to the 
lufferers | in the. diſorder occaſioned. by that act. 


Tuxsz cates and the following ex- 


table from Governor Bernard's Letters in 1768, 
to the Earl of Shelburne, Secretary of State, 


clearly ſhew, with what grateful tenderneſs 
they ſtrove to bury in oblivion the unhappy oc- 
e Fi of the late diſcords, and with What re- 


ſpectful reluctance they endeavoured to eſcape 
other ſubjects of future controverſy. „The Houſe, 


4 (ſays the Governor) from the time of opening 


ce 


& F 


the ſeſſion to this day, has ſhewn a diſpoſition 


eto avoid all diſpute with me; every thing 
* having paſſed with as much good humour as 
4 could deſire, except only their continuing 
< to act in adareſjing the King, remonſtrating to 


<. the Secretary of State, and employing a ſepa- 
rate agent. It is the importance of this iunoua- 


tion, Without any wilfulneſs of my own, which 


<« induces me to make this remonſtrance at a 


time when I have a fair proſpect of having; in 
« all other bufineſs, . Che th but good to W of , 


T2 the Procerdings of the 


22 
ouſe. 2 N Jen 14 


& Tuzy have acted in all py even in 80 


TY remonſtrance with temper. and moderati 7 they 


have avoided ſome ſubjects of diſpute, ; and have 


« laid a foundation for ee JO cauſes 
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hall make ſuch a prudent and 1 ue 
e of this Letter as, 1 kane at perfectly reſtore 
d dhe peace and tranquillity of this province, for 
+, which. puppoſe con/iderable ſteps Ln: tht _—_ 
S ubel ouſe of Repreſentatives.”*: 


TRE vindication of the province of Maſſachu- 

1 ſetts⸗ Bay contained i in theſe... Letters. will have 
greater force, if it be conſidered, that they were 
Vritten ſeveral. months after the... freſh. alarm 
- 8558 * to the Ons: by: ef at Fate Sd 
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"7 3% wy place i it ſeems proper. to Daten notice ae 

the Mind kon! in one of theſe ſtatutes, that. the 
interference of Parliament was. neceſſary, to pro- 

Tide for © * defraying the charge of the admni. 

oo Hrarion 4 Juſtice, the ſupport of civil govern. 
ment, an ce the King 58 e in 
8 America.” 8 8 A * 1 | ; 


ot, 


f As to: the two fir 5 of expence, — 7 


ee Aſſembhes, the beſt judges on ſuch 
ag was thought expedient, and fuitable to 
4 ances.” Refpecting the laſt 
it is wat nen to all men the leaſt . 
with American affairs, thatthe colonies were eſtab- 
liſhed, and have generally defended themſelves, 
without the eat aſſiſtance from Great. Britain; 
and, that at the fame time her taxis them by 
the ſtatutes Before mentioned, moſt of them were 
labouring under very heavy debts contracted in 
the laſt er. So far were tl ey from ſparing their 
money, when their Sorerelgn, conſtitutionally, | 
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x * February 23 1768, 
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aſked cheir aids, that during the 2oheſe of thi z 
war, Parliament repeated!y made-them-compen&s 
ſations for the expencesof thoſe ſtrenuous efforts, : 


which conſulting their zeal-rather. n An 


ſtrength, they had chearfully incurred. 


Skvxkk as the Acts of - Parlininent: befire- 
er eee, are, yet the conduct of Adminiſtration 
has been equally injurious, - and i . to this 
deyoted . 5 | 
"SHA . 805 i 99 A, 
| + Unpax. hoe 'of governit ps fo, man | 
new inſtitutions, uniformly rigi ing he dangetousi 
have been introduced, as ha only be expected 
from incenſed maſters; for collecting the tobhcc 
or ee 118 plunder of andere e 


. To 


f} 


I an rc of the King che orien ob the 
Commander in chief, and qr ns him of the Bri- 
gadiers general, in time of peace, is rendered ſu- 
Preme in all the civil governments in America: 
and thus an uncontroulable military power 14 
veſted in officers not known to the conſtitution 

of ſe bene JJVCVVVVVVTT an T 
nog 1 266 26 Had 8 88 
A LARGE: | + body: of troops and ; conſiderate 
armament of ſhips of war have been ſent to af 
Gift in N their mon without their conſent; 
Nera 995 12 42 

Enns ve. nd 0 offices have been 
multiphed;; and the acts of Fo ee 
: tricully pri to divide and W en 
\ Tux! J ae of the Admiralty and View 2 
; 1 Courts are impowered to receive their 
„ D „ ſalaries 
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ſalaries ande fees from the: effects to be con- 
demned by themſelves; the Commiſſioners of the 
cuſtoms are impowered to break open and enter 
houſes without the authority of any civil ma- 
giſtrate founded on gd information. ef n 


| > Jove xs of Courts of Common Law have en 
_ made entirely dependent on wy C ron ers their 
Wer n ſalaries. Wee ee 
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** 15 e Ss 25 
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| A COURT has been FE og | at Nhode- 


e. 7 3K 5 


Iſland, for the = on bor OE” Nye to 


England | to be tried 


ere Rota 


Kit 5 ORE SRP ohne petitions From: the 


% 4 


Repreſematives:: of the people have been fre- 
quently treated with comtmpy ; and Aſſemblies 


or been e and ar e diflolved. 


EY hot las FI 3 it wilt ſuſrciently : 


appear, on what pretences of une n, _ 


Jutions have been founded. 


1 CI CES. 


Tur tranquillity of d the ST vided fean 


again diſturbed, as has been mentioned, by the 
ſtatutes of the year 1767, the Earl of Hills- 


borough, Secretary of State, in a letter to Go- 


vernor — dated April 22, 1768, cenſures 


the © preſumption” of the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives for © reſolving upon a meaſure of fo in- 
* flammatory a nature as that of writing to the 


te other colonies,” on the fſubjett of their intended re- 


< preſentations againſt ſome late Acts of Parlia- 
ﬆ © nents” 4 won Ones wa x66 his Majclty er 


: * 1 


my O : 
1 ing. 


mJ] 


3 ſiders this ſtep! as evidently tending to create 
«< unwarrantable combinations to excite an un- 
* en oppoſition to the conſtitutional au- 


< thority of Parliament.“ —and afterwards adds, 
At is be King's pleaſure, that as ſoon as the 
General Court is again aſſembled, at the time 
_ < preſcribed by the Charter, you ſhould require 
of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, in his Ma- 


yo Jeſty s name, to reſcind the reſolution which 
4852 birth to the circular letter from the 
0 and to declare their diſapprobation 
and een to - that ran 97 Bay, [BEES 


* 
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| 60 If them new Aſſembly 3 Bs i com- 


< ply with his Majeſty's. ls expectation, 
it is the King's pleaſure, that you | ſhould im- 
os mediately eke et 8 


LY 


This letter being laid: HE the, Houſe, and 
the reſolution not being reſcinded according to 


the order, the Aſſembly was diſſolved. A let- 
ter of a ſimilar nature was ſent to other Gover- 


nors to procure reſolutions approving the con- 
duct of the Repreſentatives of Maſſachuſetts- Bay, 
do be reſcinded alſo; and the Houles of Repre- 


ſentatives in other colonies wc to n 
Aleman Were difſolved., 


Tax ESE 1 Saks a . to e 


3 ears of Engliſh ſubjects had for ſeveral 
generations been ſtrangers. The nature of 
aſſemblies implies a power and right of delibe- 


ration; but theſe commands, Proſcribing 
| the 
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the exertiſe of judgment on the pröprictyibf 
the requiſitions made, left to the Aſſemblies 
only the election between dictated ſubmiſſion 
gif the threatened puniſhment : A puniſhment” 
roo, founded on no other act, than ſuch as is 
deemed innocent even in laves---of agreeing in 
petitions for pr . 1 Ty aw 020 855 
"UE al. 5 0 


*+ HE boſtile and 1 un} Sidi mende a yg 
town of Boſton ſoon fellowed theſe events in 
_ the ſame year; though that town, the province, 
in which it is ſituated, and all the colonies, from 
abhorrence of a conteſt with their parent ſtate, 
permitted the execution even of thoſe ſtatutes, 
againſt which they ſo unanimoufly were com- 
| ny. * and ee 7 


Ps eee Jocortmined to gane 2 
ſpirit of freedom, which Engliſh Miniſters ſhould 
| have rejoiced to cheriſh, entered into a monopo- 
lifing combination with the Eaſt-India company, 


to ſend to this continent vaſt quantities of Tea, 
an article on which a duty was laid by a ſtatute, 


that, in a particular manner, attacked the liber- 
ties of America, and which therefore the inhabi- 
tants of theſe Colonies had reſolved not to im- 
port. The cargo ſent to South-Carolina was 
ſtored, and not allowed to be iold. Thoſe ſent 
to Philadelphia and New-York were: not per 


_ mitted to be landed. That ſent to Boſton 3 


3 2 becauſe Governor Hutchinſon e 
not 266 hs it to 90 — 25:4 
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arriving in Great - Britain, the public ſpirited 
town laſt mentioned was ſingled out for de- 
ſtruction, and — was determined, the province 
it belongs to ſhould: partake of its fate. Ia 
the laſt on of parlament therefore were 
paſſed the acts for ſhutting up the port of 

Boſton, indemnifying the murderers of the 

inhabitants ot Mafſachuſetts-Bay, and chang- 
ing their 'chartered conſtitution of govern- 
ment. Io inforce theſe acts, that provinee? is 
Pee invaded bo a Heer 81. a ee 


10 Eo: mention theſe outrageous eres gr 
is ſufficient to explain them. For tho' it is 
pretended, that the province of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay has been particularly diſreſpe&ful to 


Great-Britain, yet in truth the behaviour ak | 


the people, in other colonies, has been an e- 
qual oppoſition to the power aſſumed by 


* parliament.” No ſtep however has been 
taken againſt any of he reſt, This artful 
conduct conceals ſeveral deſigns. It is ex- 


pected that the province of Maſſachuſetts- Bay 
will be irritated into ſome violent action, thick! 
may difpleaſe the reſt of the continent, or 
that may induce the people of Great-Britain 
to approve the meditated vengeance 1775 an 
imprudent and exaſperated miniſtry. 


Ir the unexampled pacifick temper of that 

province ſhall-difappoint this part of the plan, 
it is hoped the other colonies will be ſo far 
5 nn as to deſert Geeky” brethren, © ſuf-- 
fering 


— / | 


On the intelligence of theſe tranſactions 


C 32 ] 


fering in a common cauſe; and that thus dif 8 
e 0 Agr: Pond: RA, UL ehe 


* 


To 1 3 define: hen meaſure 
has been purſued. In the ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment laſt mentioned, an act was paſſed, for 
changing the government of Quebec, by 
which act the Roman Catholic religion, in- 
lead of being tolerated, as ſtipulated by the 
treaty of peace, is eſtabliſhed; and the peo- 
ple there deprived of the right to an aſſem- 
bly, trials by jury and the Engliſh laws in 

civil caſes aboliſhed, and inſtead thereof, the 

French laws eſtabliſhed, in Alirest vicintich of 
his Majeſty's promiſe by his royal proclama- 
tion, under the faith of which many Eng- 
liſh ſubjects ſettled;in that province: and the 
limits of that province are extended ſo as to 
comprehend thoſe vaſt regions, that lie adjoin- 
ing to the northernly and . bunch 
aries of theſe colonies. VC 


Pg 2 25 dr + 
E 4, © 


Tar authors of his Rr Bore arrangement; 
fatter themſelves, that the inhabitants, de- 
prived of liberty, and artfully provoked a- 
gainſt thoſe of another religion, will be pro- 
per inſtruments for aſſiſting in the oppreſſion 
of ſuch, as differ g Wem in nodes wir 80. | 
p vernment „„ in 


Eren the detail of Falls enen weit re- 
cited, as well as from authentic intelligence 
received, it is clear beyond a doubt, that a ñ⁶ 
un is formed and now is carrying - 
into 
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into execution, to Rags * freedom ak 
_ theſe colonies, by ſubjecting th FEM to A deſ⸗ 
5 8 e 5 


Ar this unhappy MEET a we ; been au- 
thorized and directed to meet and conſult to- 


gether for the welfare of our common coun- 
try. We accepted the important truſt with 
diffidence, but have endeavoured to diſcharge 


it with integrity. Though the ſtate of theſe 


colonies would certaiaiy juſtify other meaſures 


than we have adviſed, yet weighty. reaſons 


determined us to prefer thoſe. which we have 
adopted. In the firſt place, it appeared to us 


A conduct becoming the character, theſe colo- 
nies have ever ſuſtained, to per form, even in 
the midſt of the unnatural diſtreſſes and im- 
minent dangers that ſurround them, every act 
of lo alty ; and therefore, we were. induced 
| to offer once more to his Majeſty the peti- 

tions of his faithful and oppreſſed tybjects in 
America. Secondl: „ regar ding with the ten- 
der affection, which we Knew to be ſo uni- 


verſal among our countrymen, the ꝓeople of 


the Kingdom, from which we derive gur ori- 
gin, we could not forbear to regulate our 
ſteps by an expectation of receiving full con- 
viction, that the coloniſts are equally dear ta 
them. Between theſe provinces aud that ho- 


dy, ſubſiſts the ſocial band, which w 0 ardent- 


ily wiſh may never b& diflolved, and which can- 


not be diſſol ved, until their minds all be- 
come ind ſputably hoſtile, or their inattentic; 
thall permit thoſe who are thus hutiile to per- 
liſt in protecuting with the powers of the 
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realm the deſtructive meaſures already ope· 


rating againſt the coloniſts ; and in e caſe, 


ſhall reduce the latter to ſuch a ſituation, 
that they ſhall be compelled to renounce eve- 
ry regard, but that of ſelf-preſervation. Not- 
Githſianding | the vehemence with which af- 
fairs. have been impelled, they have not yet 
reached that fatal point. We do not incline 


to accelerate their motion, already alarmingly 
| rapid ; we have choſen a method of oppoſi- 


tion, that does not preclude a hearty recon- 
ciliation with our fellow-citizens on the other 
ſide of the Atlantic. We deeply deplore the 
urgent neceſſity that preſſes us to an imme- 
diate interruption of commerce, that may 
prove injurious to them. We truft they will 
acquit us of any unkind intentions towards 


them, by reflecting, that we ſubject ourſelves 
to fimilar inconvenienctes ; z that we are driven 


the hands of violence into unexperienced 
and unexpected public convulſions, and that. - 
we are contending for freedom, ſo often con- 
tended for by our anceſtors. 


Tur people of England will "ME Like"; an 


opportunity of declaring their ſentiments con- 


cer ning our cauſe. In their piety, generoſi- 


ty, and good ſenſe, we repoſe high confi- 
dence; and cannat, upon a review of paſt 
events, be perſaaded, that they, the defenders 
of true religion, and the aſſertors of the rights 
of mankind, will take part againſt their af- 


fectionate proteſtant brethren in the colonies, 


in favour of oa ou and their own ſecret ene- 


mies z 


int 


mies, whoſe intrigues, for ſeveral, years pas 
have been wholly. exerciſed in ſapping the 
foundgfions of civil and religious Mee | 


; 14 5 | 


AvorhzR 2 that engaged us to prefer 


the commercial mode of oppoſition, - aroſe. 


from. an aſſurance, that this mode will prove 
efficacious, if it be perſiſted in with fidelity 
and virtue; and that your conduct will be 
influenced by theſe laudable principles, can- 


not be queſtioned. Your own ſalvation, and 


| that of your poſterity, now depends - upon- 


yourſelves. You have already ſhewn that you 
entertain a proper ſenſe of the bleſſings you. 


are flriving to retain. Againſt the temporary 
inconveniencies you may ſuffer from a ſtop- 
page of trade, you will weigh in the oppo- 
fate balance, the endleſs miſeries you and your 
deſcendants muſt endure from an eſtabliſhed 
arbitrary power. You will not forget the ho- 
nour of your country, that muſt from your 
behaviour take its title in the eſtimation of 
the world, to glory, or to ſhame; and yon 


will, with the deepeſt attention, reflect, that 


if the peaceable mode of oppoſition recom- 
mended. by us, be broken and rendered incf- 
fectual, as your cruel and haughty miniſterial 


enemies, from a contemptuous opinion of your 
firmneſs, infolently predict will be the caſe, 
you muſt inevitably be reduced to chuſe, ei- 


ther a more dangerous conteſt, or a nal, 
ruinous, ang infamous ſabmiſfien. | 


MorTives thus cogent, arifing from the 


e of your unhappy condition, muſt 
3 eite 


. 
r /// era age edn. dd 


S 


1 


4 


1 


. , Or wn We IRE TT; 
1 5 $45.9 Hy SY 25 Ves e 


= 


} 
— 


rere ern 


n. 
24 


Hh 


v 


"WE 


ie ue 


by 
F 
7 
* 


** 


N an .. 


. 


1 


yt > 


« 


15 your 1 
Aal pale ſtrengch an 
„ weafures calculated for fs we. 
5 think ourſelves bound in duty to obſerve to 
| Fou, that the ſchemes agitated againſt ee 
Colonies have been fo conducted, as to ten Þ 
Aer it prudent, chat 2 ſhould. eren, y 
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